
1 

 

 

As pot goes proper, a history of weed  

The grass is no greener. But, finally, it's legal - at least somewhere in America. It's been a long, 

strange trip for marijuana. 

By GENE JOHNSON 

Associated Press 

http://seattletimes.com/html/nationworld/2019843158_apuspotthroughtheyears.html 

Washington state and Colorado voted to legalize and regulate its recreational use in November 

2012. But before that, the plant, renowned since ancient times for its strong fibers, medical use 

and mind-altering properties, was a staple crop of the colonies, an "assassin of youth," a 

counterculture emblem and a widely accepted - if often abused - medicine. 

Here's a look back at the cultural and legal status of the "evil weed" in American history. 

CANNABIS IN THE COLONIES 

The cannabis plant has been in domestic production for about as long as agriculture has existed, 

with archaeological evidence of hemp production in ancient China and the Vikings’ Norway. 

Hemp was one of the most important fibers in the world. It was critical to the empires of the 

early modern era. It was used as the most important fiber for all the needs of sea borne empires. 

Hemp was critical to the British and the Spanish. The reason they brought the cannabis to the 

Americas was in order to try to foment the cultivation of hemp for these fibers uses. 

Indeed, cannabis has been grown in America since soon after the British arrived. In 1619 the 

Crown ordered the colonists at Jamestown to grow hemp to satisfy England's incessant demand 

for maritime rope, Wayne State University professor Ernest Abel wrote in "Marihuana: The First 

Twelve Thousand Years."  Therefore, the Virginia Assembly passed legislation requiring every 

farmer to grow hemp.  Hemp was also allowed to be exchanged as legal tender at the time in 

Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Maryland. 

For more than 200 years, hemp was a common crop in the U.S. with common uses, woven into 

the sailcloth, rope and canvas (a word derived from the Latin, Cannabis) of the expanding 

country's ships, tents and covered wagons. 

Hemp became more important to the colonies as New England's own shipping industry 

developed, and homespun hemp helped clothe American soldiers during the Revolutionary War. 

Some colonies offered farmers "bounties" for growing it. 

http://search.nwsource.com/search?searchtype=cq&sort=date&from=ST&byline=GENE%20JOHNSON
http://seattletimes.com/html/nationworld/2019843158_apuspotthroughtheyears.html
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"We have manufactured within our families the most necessary articles of clothing," Thomas 

Jefferson said in "Notes on the State of Virginia." "Those of wool, flax and hemp are very 

coarse, unsightly, and unpleasant." 

George Washington and Thomas Jefferson both grew hemp and puzzled over the best ways to 

process it for clothing and rope. Jefferson even went on to invent a device for processing hemp in 

1815.   

Domestic production flourished until after the Civil War, when imports and other domestic 

materials replaced hemp for many purposes. In the late nineteenth century, marijuana became a 

popular ingredient in many medicinal products and was sold openly in public pharmacies. 

By the late 18th century, early editions of American medical journals recommended hemp seeds 

and roots for the treatment of inflamed skin, incontinence and venereal disease. Irish doctor 

William O'Shaughnessy first popularized marijuana's medical use in England and America. As a 

physician with the British East India Company, he found marijuana eased the pain of rheumatism 

and was helpful against discomfort and nausea in cases of rabies, cholera and tetanus. 

Throughout the 19th century, Americans used the word “cannabis” (the botanical name for the 

plant) when referring to the plant. Pharmaceutical companies like Bristol-Myers Squib and Eli 

Lilly used cannabis in medicines — widely sold in U.S. pharmacies — to treat insomnia, 

migraines and rheumatism. From 1840 to 1900, U.S. scientific journals published hundreds of 

articles touting the therapeutic benefits of cannabis. 

 

TASTE THE HASHISH 

In the United States, starting in the 19th century, a kind of a craze for hashish, which is another 

preparation of cannabis, took off.  That begins in the 1850s thanks to a number of especially 

important literary works like Alexander Dumas's The Count of Monte Cristo, or the book A 

Thousand and One Nights which most people read in those days.  These included voluptuous 

descriptions of hashish highs in the exotic Orient, and helped spark a cannabis fad among 

intellectuals in the mid-19th century. 

"But what changes occur!" one of Dumas' characters tells an uninitiated acquaintance. "When 

you return to this mundane sphere from your visionary world, you would seem to leave a 

Neapolitan spring for a Lapland winter -- to quit paradise for earth -- heaven for hell! Taste the 

hashish, guest of mine -- taste the hashish." 

The sea change in American attitudes toward pot came at the end of the 19th century, when in 

the aftermath of the Civil War, hospitals were often overprescribing opiates for pain, including 

morphine, and many soldiers returned home hooked on harder drugs. Between 2% and 5% of the 

U.S. population was unknowingly addicted to morphine, a popular secret ingredient in patent 

medicines. Those addictions eventually became a public health concern.  
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To prevent more of the country from being washed over with morphine addiction, the 

government introduced the Pure Food and Drug Act in 1906, creating the Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA).  This Act required the labeling of ingredients on medicine, and states 

began regulating opiates and other medicines - including cannabis.  While it didn't apply to 

marijuana and merely brought the distribution of opium and morphine under doctors' control, the 

regulation of chemical substances was a major shift in American drug policy.  

In response to worries about opium addicts, the International Opium Convention was held in 

1909, which led to a drug-control treaty signed three years later by the major nations at the time, 

including the United States.  

 

It wasn't until 1914 that drug use was defined as a crime, under the Harrison Act. Because that 

era coincided with a robust view of states' rights, the federal law did not seek to prohibit the 

private possession of pot directly. To get around states' rights issues, the act used a tax to regulate 

opium- and coca-derived drugs: it levied a tax on non-medical uses of the drugs that was much 

higher than the cost of the drugs themselves, and punished anyone using the drugs without 

paying the tax.  

Cannabis was believed to be a narcotic having practically the same effect as morphine and 

cocaine, and state restrictions began sprouting like weeds.  

MEXICAN FOLKLORE 

In Mexico, there were the first signs of people using marijuana, smoking marijuana, with the first 

references being in the 1850s. We have evidence actually from the end of the eighteenth century 

that it was being used by Indian groups in kind of ritual fashion in a manner that other substances 

like Peyote were being used, in a kind of religious/medical ceremonies. 

By the turn of the 20th century, though, cannabis smoking remained little known in the United 

States - but that was changing, thanks largely to The Associated Press, says Isaac Campos, a 

Latin American history professor at the University of Cincinnati. 

In the 1890s, the first English-language newspaper opened in Mexico and, through the wire 

service, tales of marijuana-induced violence that were common in Mexican papers began to 

appear north of the border - helping to shape public perceptions that would later form the basis of 

pot prohibition, Campos says.  These articles included the production of madness, where it was 

reported to turn users into wild maniacs who would run down the street with a knife and stab 

everybody in their way. And in fact, local prohibition laws were sparked by an incident on the 

1st of January in 1913 across the border in Ciudad Juarez where this kind of incident was said to 

have happened. A man ran down the street with a knife and attacked a bunch of people, stabbed 

some horses, kill killed a couple policemen, and it was blamed on him having smoked marijuana. 

This was the classic stereotype of the marijuana user in Mexico. And this was the way marijuana 

was portrayed. 

Those ideas began to spread into the U.S. along with Mexican immigration, leading to anxiety 

amongst American citizens.   
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After the Mexican Revolution of 1910, scores of Mexican peasants migrated to U.S. border 

states, bringing with them their popular form of intoxication, what they termed “mariguana.” 

These immigrants introduced to American culture the recreational use of marijuana. The drug 

became associated with the immigrants, and the fear and prejudice about the Spanish-speaking 

newcomers became associated with marijuana.  

Upon arrival, they encountered anti-immigrant fears throughout the U.S. Southwest – prejudices 

that intensified after the Great Depression. 

Anti-drug campaigners warned against the encroaching "Marijuana Menace," and terrible crimes 

were attributed to marijuana and the Mexicans who used it. 

Articles in the New York Sun, Boston Daily Globe and other papers decried the "evils of ganjah 

smoking" and suggested that some used it "to key themselves up to the point of killing." 

Some western states seem to have restricted it out of hostility to Mexican immigrants. During the 

debate on Texas' first marijuana law, noted Charles Whitebread, a professor at the University of 

Southern California Law School, one legislator in the Texas Senate declared in session that "all 

Mexicans are crazy and this stuff is what makes them crazy."  

In a letter to the Bureau of Narcotics, Floyd Baskette, then the city editor of The Alamosa Daily 

Courier in Colorado, complained in 1936 about felons arrested while under the influence of 

marijuana.  

 

"I wish I could show you what a small marijuana cigarette can do to one of our degenerate 

Spanish-speaking residents," he wrote. "That's why our problem is so great; the greatest 

percentage of our population is composed of Spanish-speaking persons, most of who are low 

mentally, because of social and racial conditions..."  

 

During the Great Depression, massive unemployment increased public resentment and fear of 

Mexican immigrants, escalating public and governmental concern about the problem of 

marijuana. This instigated a flurry of research which linked the use of marijuana with violence, 

crime and other socially deviant behaviors, primarily committed by "racially inferior" or 

underclass communities.  

 

Analysts say this bigotry played a key role in instituting the first marijuana laws – aimed at 

placing social controls on the immigrant population. 

 

PROHIBITION 

 

In 1913, California passed the first state marijuana prohibition law, criminalizing the preparation 

of "loco weed," as it was called. 

 

Other states and cities -- including New York City in 1914 -- outlawed pot for fear it was, or 

would become, a gateway drug leading to the use of opium or cocaine.  
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Around the same time, West Indian and Mexican migrants started bringing marijuana with them 

to ports along the Gulf of Mexico – most notably New Orleans, where the media began 

associating cannabis use with jazz musicians, blacks and prostitutes. Media outlets across the 

country helped fuel the hysteria.  

This led to a wave of new state laws banning marijuana being passed in 29 states by 1931, even 

before the federal government got into it in the late 1930s. 

A key role in influencing public opinion was a 1936 film, Reefer Madness.  Reefer Madness was 

released as an attempt to scare the youth in the country about marijuana.  It revolves around the 

tragic events that ensue when high school students are lured by pushers to try marijuana: a hit 

and run accident, manslaughter, suicide, attempted rape, and descent into madness all ensue. 

Norm Stamper still remembers the day, decades ago in the 1950s, when a police detective visited 

his elementary school class to warn of the dangers of smoking the "devil weed."  

 

"That was the term he used -- and he even brought along a bag of marijuana to show us," said 

Stamper, 65, who would later become Seattle's police chief. "I remember him saying something 

to the effect that, 'If you smoke this, it will rot the membrane in your nose.' He was an authority 

figure, and so I figured he could tell me something about the dangers of this drug. That was my 

early education about marijuana." 

Also in 1937, the Federal Government passed the Marihuana Tax Act, which tried to eradicate 

the use and sale of the drug through heavy taxation.  It simply enacted a tax on marijuana along 

with multiple regulations held to cannabis handlers, which effectively criminalized marijuana, 

restricting possession of the drug to individuals who paid an excise tax for certain authorized 

medical and industrial uses. The objective was to make it too risky to follow the regulations and 

sell pot.  While it was a tax bill that did not officially ban pot, the Marihuana Tax Act of 1937 

was the first step toward a complete federal prohibition.   

The net effect of this Prohibition-era provision was to deter -- and stigmatize --recreational use 

of these substances for more than the next couple of generations. The Marihuana Tax Act is 

perhaps most remembered for the controversial testimony supporting its passage.  

 

One of its chief proponents was Harry J. Anslinger, then the Commissioner of Narcotics for the 

Treasury Department (aka. the “drug czar”).  After the repeal of alcohol prohibition in 1933, 

Anslinger turned his attention to pot. He told of sensational crimes reportedly committed by 

marijuana addicts.  Anslinger began his federal campaign against the drug by publishing a report 

titled “Marijuana: Assassin of Youth” in 1937. 

That same year, Anslinger testified before Congress in favor of marijuana prohibition.  His case 

rested on two fantastical assertions: that the drug caused insanity and that it pushed people 

toward horrendous acts of criminality. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High_school
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cannabis_%28drug%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hit_and_run_%28vehicular%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hit_and_run_%28vehicular%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manslaughter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suicide
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rape
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“Marijuana is the most violence-causing drug in the history of mankind,” he said during 

testimony. “Most marijuana smokers are Negroes, Hispanics, Filipinos and entertainers. Their 

Satanic music, jazz and swing, result from marijuana usage." 

During the debate on the Marihuana Tax Act, Anslinger offered testimony depicting marijuana in 

stark terms: 

 

"Some individuals have a complete loss of sense of time or a sense of value," Anslinger said. 

"They lose their sense of place. They have an increased feeling of physical strength and power. 

Some people will fly into a delirious rage and they are temporarily irresponsible and may 

commit violent crimes... It is dangerous to the mind and body, and particularly dangerous to the 

criminal type, because it releases all of the inhibitions."  

Anslinger’s crusade succeeded with the passage of the Marijuana Tax Act in 1937, which was 

signed into law by President Franklin Roosevelt.  It became the first federal law regulating 

marijuana and hemp.  The Act defined marijuana as everything that came from Cannabis sativa 

plant, including the drug, the medicine, and hemp.  It considered everything that came from it to 

be dangerous and narcotic. 

The disenfranchisement of the plant began when powerful petrochemical and pulp-paper 

industries realized they stood to lose billions if hemp’s potential was fully realized.   

The main orchestrators behind the movement were newspaper publisher (and paper mill baron) 

William Randolph Hearst and Lammont Du Pont, the head of the multinational petrochemical 

conglomerate (which made plastics), according to author Jack Herer — who wrote the seminal 

marijuana text The Emperor Wears No Clothes. 

Hearst criticized hemp to boost his business. Hearst’s interests in seeing hemp made illegal were 

directly tied to his business interests where it impacted him the most, since he was a wealthy and 

powerful American newspaper publisher who built the nation’s largest newspaper chain in the 

early 20
th

 century.  Hearst created a chain that numbered nearly 30 newspapers in major 

American cities at its peak. He later expanded to magazines, creating the largest newspaper and 

magazine business in the world. 

Hearst saw the Act as a way to remove competition in the paper market as hemp was poised to 

replace wood as an inexpensive raw material for the manufacture of paper. 

Du Pont began persistently lobbying the U.S. Treasury Department from 1935 to 1937 to enact 

federal legislation that would stymie hemp’s increasing production. 

Andrew Mellon, Du Pont’s banker and then–secretary of the Treasury, “piled on the pressure for 

federal legislation. He too had vested interests in seeing hemp suppressed, since he was a major 

shareholder in Gulf Oil and a huge mining concern in Pennsylvania, not to mention a number of 

utility companies,” historian Martin Booth wrote in Cannabis.  The lobbying came full circle as 

Harry J. Anslinger was Mellon’s nephew-in-law. 
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Only the birdseed industry, which argued that hemp seeds gave birds' feathers a particularly 

shiny gloss, was exempted, and to this day birdseed producers are allowed to use imported hemp 

seeds treated so they don't sprout.   

At the time, there were more than two dozen medicinal products on the market which contained 

marijuana. In the new political climate, replete with warnings from the federal government, they 

didn't last long. 

HEMP FOR VICTORY 

The Department of Agriculture promoted a different message. After Japanese troops cut off 

access to Asian fiber supplies during World War II, including jute, it released "Hemp For 

Victory," a propaganda film urging farmers to grow hemp and extolling its use in parachutes and 

rope for the war effort.  The Dept. of Agriculture encouraged farmers to plant hemp by giving 

out seeds and granting draft deferments to those who would stay home and grow hemp. By 1943 

American farmers registered in the program harvested 375,000 acres of hemp. 

Not everyone bought into the campaign and arguments of Harry Anslinger, though.  In 1944, 

New York City Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia commissioned research to be performed by the New 

York Academy of Science on the effects of marijuana. The Academy issued an extensively 

researched report known as the La Guardia Report.  Among their conclusions: they found that, 

contrary to earlier research and popular belief, marijuana did not lead to significant addiction in 

the medical sense of the word.  According to the report, marijuana also did not induce violence, 

insanity or sex crimes. They also did not find any evidence marijuana led to morphine, heroin or 

cocaine addiction. 

But the prohibition continued after the war, as marijuana was criminalized and harsher penalties 

were applied. In the 1950s Congress passed the Boggs Act (1952) and the Narcotics Control Act 

(1956).  These federal laws set mandatory sentences for drug-related offenses, including 

marijuana possessors and distributors.  A first-offense marijuana possession carried a minimum 

sentence of 2-10 years with a fine of up to $20,000.  

These federal acts increased penalties for drug violators -- marijuana newly included -- and the 

individual states followed Uncle Sam's lead. They argued that while marijuana was not addictive, 

it could invite users to switch to harder narcotics, like heroin. Once again, testimony surfaced 

linking marijuana with harder narcotics, and Anslinger returned to the microphone to sound more 

alarm bells.  

"The danger is this," Anslinger said. "Over 50 percent of these young addicts started on 

marijuana smoking. They started there and graduated to heroin. They took the needle when the 

thrill of marijuana was gone."  

Marijuana possession was considered a felony in all 50 states punishable by punitive prison 

terms.  

COUNTERCULTURE 

http://www.druglibrary.org/schaffer/library/studies/lag/lagmenu.htm
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But social upheaval loomed. As the conformity of the postwar era took hold, getting high on 

marijuana and other drugs emerged as a symbol of the counterculture, with Jack Kerouac and the 

rest of the Beat Generation singing pot's praises.  

When the youth counterculture emerged in the 1960s, its embrace of drugs forced lawmakers and 

police to deal with a sudden demographic change: Marijuana was no longer a problem confined 

to Hispanics and blacks. The sons and daughters of the white middle class were also toking up, 

and in significant numbers. 

It also continued to be popular with actors and musicians. When actor Robert Mitchum was 

arrested on a marijuana charge in 1948, People magazine recounted, "The press nationwide 

branded him a dope fiend. Preachers railed against him from pulpits. Mothers warned their 

daughters to shun his films."   

Anslinger reportedly kept files on jazz musicians titled “Marijuana and Musicians,” and 

monitored band mates who played alongside Louis Armstrong, Count Basie, and Duke Ellington, 

among others.   

Louis Armstrong, who had been arrested in the 1930s on marijuana charges, even wrote a letter 

appealing to President Dwight Eisenhower in 1950 advocating for the legalization of marijuana. 

Then came Vietnam. The widespread, open use of marijuana by hippies and war protesters from 

San Francisco to Woodstock finally exposed the falsity of the claims so many had made about 

marijuana leading to violence, says University of Virginia professor Richard Bonnie, a scholar of 

pot's cultural status. 

NIXON ADMINISTRATION 

In 1970, at the height of his war on crime, President Richard Nixon demanded that Congress pass 

the Controlled Substances Act to crack down on drug abuse. During the debate, Senator Thomas 

Dodd of Connecticut held up a package wrapped in light-green paper that he said contained 

$3,000 worth of marijuana. This substance, he said, caused such “dreadful hallucinations” in an 

Army sergeant in Vietnam that he called down a mortar strike on his own troops. A few minutes 

later, the Senate unanimously passed the bill. 

By a vote of 82-0, Congress passed the Controlled Substances Act, which classified certain drugs 

in various categories, based solely on Congress' definition of those drugs and their medical value 

or lack thereof.  It is a federal US drug policy which regulates the manufacturing, importation, 

possession, use, and distribution of certain substances. The act created five Schedules with 

several varying qualifications for which a substance would be included in each. The Drug 

Enforcement Administration (DEA) and the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) determined 

which substances would go under which Schedule.  A decision is made depending on the 

potential for abuse and currently accepted medical use in treatment in the US. 
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On August 14, 1970, the Assistant Secretary of Health, Dr. Roger O. Egeberg wrote a letter 

recommending the plant, marijuana, be classified as a schedule 1 substance. Egeberg wrote in his 

letter: 

"Since there is still a considerable void in our knowledge of the plant and effects of the 

active drug contained in it, our recommendation is that marijuana be retained within 

schedule 1 at least until the completion of certain studies now underway to resolve the 

issue." 

According to the Controlled Substances Act, marijuana was marked as a Schedule 1 controlled 

substance, the legal equivalent of heroin and LSD, with: 

 (A) The drug or other substance has a high potential for abuse. 

 (B) The drug or other substance has no currently accepted medical use in treatment in the 

United States. 

 (C) There is a lack of accepted safety for use of the drug or other substance under 

medical supervision."  

According to Dr. Sanjay Gupta, a neurosurgeon and CNN’s chief medical correspondent, Dr. 

Egeberg’s letter is important to why marijuana ended up as a Schedule 1 substance: “Not 

because of sound science, but because of its absence, marijuana was classified as a schedule 1 

substance.”   

In 2013, Dr. Gutpa explained what he viewed as wrong with this classification of marijuana: 

“We now know that while estimates vary, marijuana leads to dependence in around 9 to 10% of 

its adult users. By comparison, cocaine, a Schedule 2 substance ‘with less abuse potential than 

schedule 1 drugs’ hooks 20% of those who use it. Around 25% of heroin users become addicted. 

The worst is tobacco, where the number is closer to 30% of smokers, many of whom go on to die 

because of their addiction.” 

“There is clear evidence that in some people marijuana use can lead to withdrawal symptoms, 

including insomnia, anxiety and nausea. Even considering this, it is hard to make a case that it 

has a high potential for abuse,” Dr. Gupta said in 2013. 

In 1972, the bipartisan Shafer Commission, appointed by President Nixon at the direction of 

Congress, considered laws regarding marijuana and determined that personal use of marijuana 

should be decriminalized. Chaired by former Republican governor, Raymond Shafer, the 

commission shockingly said that possession of up to one ounce of marijuana should be 

decriminalized and regulated. Nixon, however, rejected that recommendation. 

In fact, President Nixon created the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) in 1973 to 

announce "an all-out global war on the drug menace."  Instead of decriminalizing or even 

legalizing marijuana, he waged war on the drug. 

However, with attitudes changing, a number of states in the 1970s went on to eliminate jail time 

as a punishment for pot arrests.   

http://www.justice.gov/dea/druginfo/ds.shtml
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In 1970, the Comprehensive Drug Abuse Prevention and Control Act categorized marijuana 

separately from other narcotics and eliminated mandatory federal sentences for possession of 

small amounts.  Congress also repealed most of the mandatory penalties for drug-related offenses 

as they acknowledged that the mandatory minimum sentences of the 1950s had done nothing to 

eliminate the drug culture that embraced marijuana use throughout the 60s, and that the 

minimum sentences imposed were often unduly harsh. 

In the 1970s, with attitudes changing, 11 states, including California in 1976, approved 

decriminalization statutes that reclassified marijuana possession as a misdemeanor, petty offense, 

or civil violation punishable by no more than a $100 fine. Consumption trends in those states and 

in the states that retained stricter sanctions were indistinguishable.   

New outlets also opened up advocating for the reform of marijuana laws in the culture, including 

the founding of the National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws (NORML) in 1970 

and the magazine High Times in 1974. 

A 1988 scholarly evaluation of California’s 1976 decriminalization law – the Moscone Act – 

estimated that the state had saved a half a billion dollars in arrest costs since the law’s passage.  

Nonetheless, no other states decriminalized marijuana.  

In 1982, a panel appointed by the National Academy of Sciences reached the same conclusions 

as the Shafer Commission had a decade earlier, that marijuana should be decriminalized and 

regulated, but no action was taken as a result of its findings. 

"JUST SAY NO" 

The push to liberalize drug laws hit a wall by the late 1970s. Parents groups became concerned 

about data showing that more children were using drugs, and at a younger age. The religious 

right was emerging as a force in national politics.  

When she became first lady, Nancy Reagan quickly promoted the anti-drug cause. During a 1984 

appearance at an Oakland, California school, then-First Lady Nancy Reagan was asked by 10-

year-old Angel Wiltz what to do if someone offered her drugs. "Just say no," replied Reagan. 

Within a year, 5,000 "Just Say No" clubs had formed around the country. By 1988, more than 

12,000 "Just Say No" clubs and school programs had been formed. 

The Los Angeles Police Department's 1983 Drug Abuse Resistance Education (D.A.R.E.) school 

lecture program, grew into a national phenomenon that, by 2003, cost $230 million and involved 

50,000 police officers.  Partnership for a Drug-Free America launched a similarly memorable 

campaign in 1987 with an abrasive television ad featuring a hot skillet, a raw egg, and the phrase, 

"This is your brain on drugs." 

Catchy slogans are no match for chemical addictions, however, and study after study showed that 

programs such as D.A.R.E. — no matter how beloved — produced negligent results.  
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Yet marijuana use was so politically toxic that when Bill Clinton ran for president in 1992, he 

said, "I experimented with marijuana a time or two, and I didn't like it. I didn't inhale and never 

tried it again." 

Gradually, but consistently, social acceptance of marijuana continued to climb, though. By the 

1980s, over 80 percent of high school students said they had easy access to marijuana. In 1988, 

the Drug Enforcement Administration's administrative law judge, Francis Young, concluded that 

"marijuana, in its natural form, is one of the safest therapeutically active substances known to 

man." 

“If marijuana were a new discovery, without cultural and political baggage, "it would be hailed 

as a wonder drug," wrote Dr. Lester Grinspoon, a Harvard psychiatrist, in 2007. 

The bizarre journey of cannabis in America continues. 


