
World Cultures 
Course Syllabus 

 

Mr. Divis          1 Credit 
Phone:  802-463-3944 ext. 263    

E-mail:  craig.divis@wnesu.com 

Website:  http://mrdivis.yolasite.com/  
 

Course Description: 

Introduces students to major regions and countries of the world. The role of culture, history, and 

environment in current world affairs will be explored. World regional issues are examined in the 

context of globalization and the economic and cultural connections between people and nations.  

Essential Objectives: 

1. Define world regions based upon environmental and cultural criteria such as climate, location, 

topography, language, religion, ethnicity, politics, economics, and natural resources. 

 

2. Analyze maps showing cultural and other related phenomena and develop skills in reading and 

interpreting spatial data. 

 

3. Identify basic cartographic features of world regions and selected countries and describe their 

major physical, cultural, and economic traits. 

 

4. Discuss the concept of sustainable development in the context of selected countries. 

 

5. Examine the historical development of the global economy and modern geopolitical world order. 

 

6. Interpret places in terms of interaction between culture, technology, the physical environment, 

and their links with other places. 

 

7. Describe environmental and human impacts associated with increasing industrialization and 

globalization on different world regions. 

 

8. Demonstrate critical thinking about geographic information and the current events and ideas 

associated with it as presented in newspapers, on television, and on the Web. 
 

 

Units to be covered: 
 

This course will be regionally based, so we will be covering specific regions of the world in each 

unit, specifically: 

 

 Sub-Saharan Africa 

 The Middle East and North Africa 

 South Asia 

 East and South East Asia 

 Central and South America 

 Oceania 



Resources 

 

We will utilize various materials and sources in this class, from news articles, parts of 

textbooks, books, films, PowerPoint presentations, notes, and various other sources.  Therefore 

it is important for you to be in attendance each and every day.  If you miss a class or are tardy, it 

is YOUR responsibility to make up your work or get the notes either before class or after class; 

during class is not acceptable. 

 

We will also be reading at least one book during the semester that will add to our study of the 

modern world.   

 

Current events will also be an important part of our course this semester.  To help us stay up to 

date with world trends and issues, we will utilize news articles from various news websites, as 

well as CNN Student News programs and The New York Times Upfront magazine. 

 

This is a challenging course that requires students put a lot of effort into the concepts and 

themes that we are studying.  There is not an overwhelming amount of homework assigned, but 

it is necessary for success and understanding for the students to review their notes every night.  

This course also requires students to plan ahead and budget their time for the large projects, 

presentations, and papers that will be assigned. 

 

  

 

What you need for this class 
 

 3-ring binder to keep all handouts, readings, past tests, etc. for the entire semester 

 notebook for notes (loose leaf paper is not acceptable for notes) 

 pen/pencil  

 highlighters 
 

 

 

Need Help? 

 

I am always available for students who have questions or who need extra help.  I typically am at 

school at 7am and will stay as late as needed.  I strongly encourage students to take advantage of 

this and get help before it is too late.  I can be reached at the school at either (802) 463-3944 ext. 

263 or craig.divis@wnesu.com.    

 
Classroom Expectations 

 

The classroom expectations are as follows: 

 1.  Follow directions 

 2.  Be seated before the bell rings 

 3.  No swearing, negative comments, put downs or bullying 

 4.  Don’t disrupt the learning process (ex.  talking, off task, disrupting others) 

 5.  Be prepared for class! (notebook, paper, pencil, book, homework) 

 



 

Failure in meeting these expectations will result in the following action: 

 1.  Warning   

 2.  Time after class 

 3.  15 minutes after school and parent phone call 

 4.  45 minutes after school and parent phone call 

 5.  Buddy room/Administration 
 
 

 

Grading 

 

Your grade will depend on your performance in the following areas: 

1. class attendance, behavior, and participation 

2. on time and accurate completion of work assigned  

3. writing assignments (speeches, letters, editorials, etc.) 

4. long term research paper, persuasive essays, presentations, etc. 

5. performance on quizzes, tests, and exams 
 

 

Homework: 

 

All assignments, as well as their due dates, will be on Mr. Divis’ webpage 

(http://mrdivis.yolasite.com/), which can be accessed through the BFUHS website, 

http://www.bfuhs.org/, clicking on the Social Studies department page, and then clicking on Mr. 

Divis.  Besides homework information, you can also access course syllabi, Social Studies course 

descriptions, an MLA Writing Guide, Reading Recommendations, and other useful information for 

students and parents.  

  
 

Make-up Work and Extra Credit: 

 

It is your responsibility to find out what you have missed!  If you are sick and miss a day of school, 

then you get one school day to make that work up.  Any work turned in late will only be graded as 

50% of the total worth of the assignment.  Students will only have one week after the assignment 

was due to get 50% of the total grade; after that the student will receive a 0 for the assignment.   

 

Homework is due to me at the beginning of class on the due date.  This means it has to be in my box 

in my classroom or shared with my through Google Docs by the time class begins.  All sophomores 

who do not turn in a homework assignment on time will be assigned Homework Lab after school. 

 

If a student had prior knowledge (ex. in class when it was assigned) of a test, homework 

assignment, or presentation, then the day they are back in class from an absence that assignment 

will be expected, whether it is taking a test, making a presentation, or turning in homework.  If not 

turned in or ready, it will be considered late or will be a 0.   

 

Extra credit will only be given on a class-wide basis.  No individual extra credit work will be given 

out. 

 

 

http://mrdivis.yolasite.com/
http://www.bfuhs.org/


 

Make-up Tests: 

 

Students may re-take a test, regardless of their grade, if they schedule two (2) meetings with me to 

take place within one (1) week of receiving their returned test: a 45-min. after school study session 

with me and an after school meeting with me to take the re-take.  All re-takes in this course are 

essay tests and the score on the re-take will replace the original grade.   

 

Make-up Essays: 

 

In terms of re-writing essays, students are always allowed to re-write an essay.  To take advantage 

of this, the student must schedule one (1) meeting with me to take place within one (1) week of 

receiving their returned essay: a 45-min. after school session with me to go over your essay and 

look at ways to improve it.  Students have one (1) week to turn in the re-written essay.  The new 

grade will be accepted as the student’s grade on the essay.   

 

Participation: 

 

You will start the class with 100 participation points each quarter.  Points will be deducted for those 

students who fall asleep in class, are late for class, are disruptive in class, do not bring materials to 

class, and those students who refuse to answer questions or to read.  There is a difference between 

not knowing an answer and giving a general response of “I don’t know” when you are asked 

something in class.  In order to learn, effort must be given and providing “I don’t know” answers 

when asked questions in class shows a lack of effort.  If you do not actually know the answer, you 

should look it up in your notes or textbook.  I will use the school-wide Habits and Minds rubric to 

help me determine your behavior, attitude, and participation throughout the semester.  Your total 

number of participation points will be entered in the grade book at the end of each quarter.     

 

Substitute Policy 

 

Students are expected to behave for a substitute teacher just as they would for Mr. Divis.  If there is 

a substitute in class, they have the authority as any teacher would, and I have given them directions 

to leave a list of all student names who are disruptive, insubordinate, or rude to them or anyone in 

class.  If the substitute writes down the entire class as being disruptive, insubordinate, or rude, then 

the entire class will have a 45-minute mandatory after school detention in my room.  If one or a 

number of students have their names written up, then they will be served with a detention by Mr. 

Broadley, as well as a 45-minute mandatory after school detention in my room.  

 

Cell phones and iPods: 

 

Cell phones and/or other electronic devices are prohibited in class.  The first time you are seen 

using one of these devices (i.e. texting, looking at the time, etc.) during class, it will be confiscated 

by the teacher and you will get it back at the end of class.  If you are seen using it a second time, it 

will be confiscated by the teacher and will only be given back to the student’s parent/guardian.  If 

you refuse to turn it over to the teacher, you will be sent to the office immediately for 

insubordination.  To prevent your property from ending up in the teacher’s hands, DO NOT even 

bring it to class. 

 

 



Restroom/Hall Pass: 

 

You will ONLY be allowed to leave the class for any purpose after the first 20 minutes of class.  Do 

not ask me to use the restroom or go to your cubby before class begins because you will not be 

given permission to be late to class.  Without your agenda, you will not be allowed to leave the 

room. 

 

 

Cheating and plagiarism: 

 

Cheating and/or copying work from another student, book, website, etc. is a major offense.  

If caught cheating, the student will receive a 0 on the assignment; if copying off another 

student with the other student’s knowledge, then both students receive a 0.  

Parents/guardians will be notified of these situations and consequences, as well.   

 

Plagiarism is when a student does not give credit to an author or producer of a piece of work 

(i.e. music, books, magazines, encyclopedias, web sites, etc.).  If a student is caught 

plagiarizing, the student will receive a 0 on the assignment and their parents will be notified.  

This is an easy punishment, as many universities and colleges expel students for plagiarism! 

 

Grading: 

Your quarter average will be calculated according to the following:  

 Attendance and participation – 10% 

 Writing assignments (essays, research papers, etc.) – 20% 

 Projects and presentations – 20% 

 Homework – 30% 

 Tests and Quizzes – 20% 
 

Your final average will be calculated according to the following: 

 Quarter 3 – 45% 

 Quarter 4 – 45% 

 Final Exam – 10% 

Letter grades are assigned based on the following table: 

 

90-100 A 

80-89 B 

70-79 C 

67-69             Not Yet (NY) 

66 ↓  F 

 

**In order to get credit for a class, you need to get a C- or better for your semester average. 

      

 

 



 

Not Yet (NY) and/or Incomplete (I): 

  

It is the student’s responsibility to come see me if they received either a Not Yet (NY) or 

Incomplete (I) on their report card to get the assignment(s) necessary for them to improve their 

grade.  Students have one (1) week to come and see me after report cards are mailed out to get their 

assignment(s).   

 

If students do not come and see me to get their assignment(s), or if they fail to complete the 

assignment satisfactorily, then their grade will become an F.          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

World Cultures 
Course Syllabus  

 

 

After reading the syllabus for World Cultures, which includes the following: 

 

 -information about what we will be studying throughout the semester, 

 -the course goals, 

 -how each unit may/will be taught, 

 -the resources that we will use and those that students need for the class, 

 -Mr. Divis’ contact information, 

 -the classroom expectations and consequences, 

 -the grading policy, 

 -the make-up work policy for homework, tests, and essays, 

 -the class participation requirement, 

 -the policy for when there is a substitute teacher in the class, 

 -the cell phones and iPods policy, and 

 -the cheating and plagiarism policy,  

 

I fully understand the expectations for what this semester-long course will entail. 

 

 

 

   _____________________________ _______________________      _____________   

 Student Name (printed)         Student signature       Date 

 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

      Parent/Guardian Signature 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


