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Rise of Irish Independence 

• It was in the 1870s that calls 
for Irish “home rule” started 
growing 
– “home rule” meant Irish 

administration of domestic 
affairs while preserving a 
union with England 
• aka. legislative independence 

– Irish Land League formed in 
the late 1870s as the leading 
advocate for this 
• Led by Charles Stewart Parnell 
• Tenants were angry with their 

landlords, who were mostly 
Protestants of English descent 

• Resented increasing rents 
 

 











Rise of Irish Independence 
• In 1885 P.M. William Gladstone 

announced his support for Irish 
home rule 
– the north-east exploded with 

sectarian rioting against his proposal 
• Ulster Protestants feared that “Home 

Rule means Rome Rule” 

• Thought they would lose the religious 
and economic freedoms they enjoyed as 
part of the UK by becoming a minority 
in a mainly Catholic Ireland 

• Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF), a 
Protestant militia, was set up to defend 
Ulster against the threat of Home Rule 
and resist it by force 

– Home Rule Bill brought up a number 
of times over the next 30 years, but 
routinely defeated in the House of 
Lords 

 







Rise of Irish Independence 

• The “Irish Question” also became connected 
to worker issues and the labor movement 

– led by Irish union organizer James Larkin 

• founded the Irish Transport and General Workers’ 
Union (ITGWU) in 1908 

– Led a number of strikes of workers in Ireland 

• founded the Irish Labor Party in 1912 with James 
Connolly 

• Showed Britain the power of Irish workers 

• Inspired further calls for “home rule” 

 



James Larkin 





Rise of Irish Independence 

• In 1914, the British Parliament eventually 
passed the Irish Home Rule bill 

– but its implementation was postponed until after 
WWI 

• Some Irish chose to fight on the side of the British 
in WWI 

– more than 200,000 Irishmen fought in WWI and nearly 
50,000 Irish soldiers died in the war 

• But some Irish nationalists refused to support 
Britain in WWI and fought for their freedom 

– Launched the Irish Revolution for independence 







Rise of Irish Independence 

• In April 1916, 1,000 Irish 
nationalists launched an 
uprising in Dublin against 
British rule 

– known as the Easter Uprising  

– led by James Connolly and 
Padraig Pearse 

– occupied a number of British 
government buildings in 
Dublin, including the General 
Post Office  

 



Padraig Pearse and James Connolly 

 







Rise of Irish Independence 

• During the Uprising, 
nationalist leaders read 
aloud the Ireland's 
declaration of 
independence  

– The Proclamation of the 
Irish Republic  (1916) 

– Declared that Ireland, long 
part of the British empire, 
was now independent 

 





The 7 signers of the 
Proclamation of the Irish 

Republic above the 
General Post Office in 

Dublin 







• The Clancy Brothers “The Easter Rising” 

– https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NHsmkpWi2
0I&feature=related 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NHsmkpWi20I&feature=related
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NHsmkpWi20I&feature=related


Aftermath of the Easter Uprising 





Aftermath of the Easter Rising 

• The Uprising was crushed by the British after just 
5 days 

• the Easter Rising was seen as a treasonable stab 
in the back to the British, especially during WWI 

• The British interned (imprisonment without trial) 
3,500 people in Ireland 

• The British executed 15 of the leaders, including 
all 7 signers of the Proclamation 

– Became martyrs of the independence struggle 

– momentum of the nationalist cause spread 





The Rise of Irish Independence 
• Irish nationalism gained momentum 

– Opinion shifted from just Home Rule 
to independence 

– The Irish nationalist party, Sinn Fein 
(“Ourselves Alone”), gained more 
and more support  

• won all but 4 Irish parliamentary 
seats outside of Ulster in 1918  

• decided instead to form a 
breakaway gov’t (the Irish 
Republic) 

• created the Irish Parliament (Dail 
Eireann – Assembly of Ireland) 
– in Jan. 1919, they declared Irish 

independence and Eamon de 
Valera was elected as its 1st 
president  

 





first Irish president, Eamon de Valera 

 



Anglo-Irish War (1919-1921) 

• Anglo-Irish War broke out in 
1919 
– Also known as the Irish War for 

Independence  
– Irish waged a campaign of 

guerrilla warfare, led by Michael 
Collins   
• IRA (Irish Republican Army) 

attacked British soldiers and police 
in these guerrilla hit-and-run 
attacks 

• led to reprisals by the British 
(killings, houses burned, thousands 
interned, etc.) 

 



IRA volunteers 



Anglo-Irish War (1919-1921) 

• in July 1921, the British called for a ceasefire 

– The Irish won their War of Independence  

– The Irish had brought British Empire to its knees 

– Collins brought the British to the negotiating table 
for the first time in 700 years 

• Treaty negotiations were held in London 

– British invited Irish President de Valera to London to 
negotiate the treaty 

» he knew the British wouldn’t give the whole of 
Ireland its freedom, so he sent Michael Collins 
instead to the negotiations 



Anglo-Irish Treaty 

• In Dec. 1921, the Anglo-Irish Treaty was signed 
– Formally ended the Anglo-Irish War 

– Britain agreed to Irish independence in the 
southern 26 counties, while Ulster (the northern 6 
counties) would remain part of Britain 
• Southern 26 counties became an independent nation 

known as the Irish Free State 
– Independent from the United Kingdom, but still part of the 

British Empire  

– became a self-governing British dominion, along with Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa  

• Northern 6 counties (Ulster) chose to remain as part of 
Great Britain, and became known as Northern Ireland 

 









Anglo-Irish Treaty 

• treaty divided Ireland  
– Michael Collins was pro-treaty as he saw it as progress and 

a stepping stone for the whole republic 
• Collins was commander-in-chief of the National Army 

• Supported by the British  

– but Eamon de Valera was anti-treaty as he saw it as a 
compromise with the British as the Irish were still subjects 
of the crown, and it didn’t include all of Ireland 
• Still wanted the Irish Republic that was proclaimed during the 

Easter Uprising in 1916 

• When the Irish Parliament narrowly approved the treaty in Jan. 
1922, da Valera resigned as President and led a group of anti-
treaty rebels 

• The Irish Civil War (1922-23) was the product of the 
treaty 

 





Map detailing how TDs (members of Ireland’s parliament) 
voted on the Treaty 







Irish Civil War (1922-23) 

• over 4,000 people were killed in the civil war 
– more than in the Irish War for Independence 

– Including Michael Collins, who was assassinated in 
1922 during the civil war 

• The Civil War was won by the Free State forces 
(the pro-treaty side) 
– confirmed the Irish Free State and the Anglo-Irish 

Treaty 

– But the Republicans (those who wanted all of 
Ireland united as one, like the IRA and de Valera) 
refused to accept it 







Irish Independence 

• Ireland didn’t get their 
complete independence 
until 1949  

– the Irish parliament 
passed the Republic of 
Ireland Act in 1948 that 
severed the link with the 
Crown 

• Led to the creation of the 
Republic of Ireland  


