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*Firearms are generally classified into three broad 
types: (1) handguns, (2) rifles, and (3) shotguns 









 
• http://upfront.scholastic.com/issues/02_08_16/ (video) 

(ratified in 1791) 

http://upfront.scholastic.com/issues/02_08_16/
http://upfront.scholastic.com/issues/02_08_16/


• 2nd Amendment explained: 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g5nQIeU1iG4 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ONqcBKhikfk 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2FcOScwMqOo   
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History  
●National Firearms Act of 1934 

○ First major federal law dealing 

with gun regulation 

○ enacted as a result of the 1929 St. 

Valentine's Massacre 
○ two automatic .45 caliber 

Thompson machine guns were 

used to kill 7 rival gang members 

in Chicago 

○ Led by Al Capone 

○ Attempt to combat “gangster 

firearms” 
○ $200 tax on manufacture and sale 

of machine guns, sawed-off 

shotguns, and sawed-off rifles 

○ Required owners of these guns to 

register with the federal gov’t  

 
 

Al Capone 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BJ-gYx7hXZg  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BJ-gYx7hXZg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BJ-gYx7hXZg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BJ-gYx7hXZg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BJ-gYx7hXZg




• United States v. Miller (1939) 
• The first time the Court 

defined what the 2nd 
Amendment meant 

• upheld the 1934 National 
Firearms Act (NFA) 

• said the NFA did NOT violate 
the 2nd Amendment 
• the Court found no evidence that 

sawed-off shotguns and machine 
guns had “some reasonable 
relationship to the preservation 
or efficiency of a well regulated 
militia.” 

• Congress has the authority to 
limit access to firearms and 
require them to be registered 

 



• Gun Control Act of 1968 
• significant restrictions on firearms 

• prompted by the assassination of President 

John F. Kennedy in 1963 
• He was shot and killed with a rifle 

purchased by mail-order from an ad in a 

magazine 

• Designed to stop the blind sale of firearms 
• prohibited interstate traffic in firearms and 

ammunition 

• Outlawed mail order sales of rifles and 

shotguns 

• mandated the licensing of individuals and 

companies who sell firearms (Federal 

Firearms License (FFL)) 

• denied guns to specific classes of 

individuals (felons, minors, fugitives, drug 

addicts, and the mentally ill) 
• increased the minimum age to 21 for 

buying handguns 

• Remained 18 for shotguns and rifles 

• Requires serial numbers on all guns 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tbe-2W_K70Q  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tbe-2W_K70Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tbe-2W_K70Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tbe-2W_K70Q
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• Creation of the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms (ATF) in 1972 
• a law enforcement 

organization within the 
U.S. Department of 
Justice 

• charged with enforcing 
federal gun laws 

• issue Federal Firearms 
Licenses to sellers, and 
conducts firearms 
licensee inspections 



• Firearm Owners Protection Act of 
1986 
• Revised and undid many of the provisions 

of the Gun Control Act of 1968 
• First successful lobbying of Congress by 

the NRA 
• intended to loosen restrictions on gun 

sales 
• eased restrictions on interstate sales of 

firearms 
• legalization of ammo shipments through 

the mail 
• Ended record keeping on ammo sales 
• prohibited the federal government from 

creating a database of gun ownership 

• Also included some new regulations, 
though 
• banned the sale of fully automatic 

machine guns, restricting their sale to the 
military and law enforcement 





• Brady Handgun Violence Prevention 

Act of 1993 (aka. The Brady Bill) 
• a gun-control effort named for White 

House press secretary James Brady  
• was wounded in the 1981 assassination 

attempt on President Reagan  

• imposed an interim 5-day waiting period 

for the purchase of a handgun until 

background checks were mandated in 

1998  
• In 1998, sellers were required to use the 

FBI’s National Instant Criminal 

Background Check System (NICS) to 

conduct background checks on individuals 

purchasing any firearm from a licensed 

seller 

• Federal law requires background checks 

for those purchasing guns from 

licensed dealers 

• left a loophole that allows private 

sellers (ex. gun shows) to conduct a 

transaction without a background check 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JJ9VRrfzIKo  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JJ9VRrfzIKo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JJ9VRrfzIKo




• the Federal Assault Weapons Ban in 

1994 
• Part of the Violent Crime Control and Law 

Enforcement Act of 1994 

• federal law that prohibited the manufacture for 

civilian use of certain semi-automatic firearms it 

defined as assault weapons 
• Defined “assault weapon” as any semiautomatic rifle 

with a detachable magazine and having at least 2 

military-style features from a list of 5 

• Only applied to weapons manufactured after the bill 

was signed into law 

• If you already owned one of these weapons, then 

you were allowed to keep it 

• Banned certain ammunition magazines it defined as 

"large capacity” 
• Applied to all weapons 

• “large capacity” meant more than 10 rounds 

• Expired in 2004 and has not been renewed 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TN4IFhkyvHE  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TN4IFhkyvHE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TN4IFhkyvHE








• District of Columbia v. Heller 
(2008) 
• Washington, DC had one of the 

most strict gun control laws in 
the country 
• The Firearms Control Regulations 

Act of 1975 banned residents from 
owning handguns, automatic 
firearms, or high-capacity semi-
automatic firearms 
• Exceptions to the ban were allowed 

for police officers and guns 
registered before 1976 

• required firearms kept in the home 
to be "unloaded, disassembled, or 
bound by a trigger lock” 

• Law was eventually challenged 
up to the Supreme Court 

• the first Supreme Court case to 
decide whether the Second 
Amendment protects an 
individual right to keep and bear 
arms for self-defense 



• District of Columbia v. Heller 
(2008) 
• Overturned the DC law as it 

violated the 2nd Amendment 

• Said the 2nd Amendment 
protects an individual right to 
have guns in the home for 
reasons of self-defense 
• “The 2nd Amendment doesn’t 

mean guns only in a militia or 
military unit.” 

• Recognized traditionally lawful 
purpose of defending the home 

• recognized that the right to 
bear arms is not absolute, 
though 
• there can be some regulations on 

bearing arms 

 







• Videos: 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ujnemrrqtpM 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UbTbktUVXKc 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rtF1z_rsoa8 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ujnemrrqtpM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ujnemrrqtpM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UbTbktUVXKc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UbTbktUVXKc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rtF1z_rsoa8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rtF1z_rsoa8








So what are the gun laws 
in the country? 



• Businesses who sell firearms 
must be licensed (Federal 
Firearms License (FFL)) 

• does not apply to private sales 

• Background checks required 
on all purchases from 
licensed dealers 

• private sellers (ex. gun shows) can 
sell guns without a background 
check 

• sawed-off shotguns are 
banned 

• Serial numbers are required 
on all guns 

• Guns that can’t be detected in 
a metal detector are banned 
 

 

• Specific classes of individuals are not 
legally allowed to own guns 

• Must be a US citizen 

• Age restrictions: 

• 18 to buy shotguns and rifles 

• 21 to buy handguns 

• Felons 
• anyone "who has been convicted in any 

court of a crime punishable by 
imprisonment for a term exceeding one 
year" is barred from possessing a gun 

• Those convicted of domestic violence 
• anyone who has a criminal domestic 

violence conviction is barred from 
possessing a gun 

• Drug addicts 
• any person "who is an unlawful user of or 

addicted to any controlled substance" is 
barred from possessing guns 

• Fugitives 

• the mentally ill 
• Banned if you have been “adjudicated as a 

mental defective” or “committed to a 
mental institution” 

 

Federal regulations: 



Federal regulations: 





• Gun laws in each state: 

• http://www.theguardian.com/world/interactive/2013/jan/15/gun-
laws-united-states 

• http://www.npr.org/2015/12/09/458829225/heres-where-gun-laws-
stand-in-your-state  
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State regulations  
(vary depending on each state): 

• License/permit 
required to purchase 

• Gun registration 
required 

• Waiting periods 

• Universal background 
checks 

• Mandatory reporting 
of missing firearms 

 

 

• Firearm lock required 

• Concealed carry laws 

• Open carry laws 

• Assault weapons ban 

• Domestic violence 
gun possession law 

• Background checks at 
gun shows and 
private sellers 



Individual state regulations 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/interactive/2013/jan/15/gun-laws-united-states  

http://www.theguardian.com/world/interactive/2013/jan/15/gun-laws-united-states
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As of 2016… 



• Federal law requires background checks for those purchasing guns from licensed 

dealers 

• left a loophole that allows private sellers (ex. gun shows) to conduct a transaction 

without a background check 

• there are between 2,000 and  5,200 gun shows held in the United States each year 

• An estimated 40% of gun sales in the country are made via unlicensed sellers 

 



• All 50 states have passed laws allowing qualified individuals to carry 
certain concealed firearms in public 
• Some states require a permit  
• Vermont does not have a specific law but permits both open and 

concealed carry based on a court decision 
• There are still restricted areas even with concealed and open carry laws 

(ex. schools, airports, etc.) 





• Concealed carry • Open carry 













Vermont 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/interactive/2013/jan/15/gun-laws-united-states  
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Vermont gun laws: 
• No permit required 

to buy 

• No assault weapons 

ban 

• Does not need to be 

registered 

• The owner does not 

need a license 

• Open carry allowed 

without any permit  











Gun ownership in the US 

• 310 million legally owned guns in the US (as of 
2009) 
• the number of firearms in circulation surpassed the total 

U.S. population in 2009 

• Includes: 

• 114 million handguns 

• 110 million rifles 

• 86 million shotguns 

• Americans own 42% of the world’s privately held firearms 

• 31% of Americans own a gun 

• 42% of American households own guns 
 









• Al Jazeera: What fuels the love for guns in the US?  

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jp4N1Gwx_nA 

• National Geographic: Guns in America 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_XkRCaiin_g   

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jp4N1Gwx_nA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jp4N1Gwx_nA
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Gun ownership in the US 
• There are 54,026 federally licensed firearms 

dealers in the United States (as well as over 
7,800 pawnshops who have licenses to buy 
and sell firearms) 

• 98% of the U.S. population lives within 10 miles of 
one  

• More gun sellers than McDonald’s, Starbucks, and 
grocery stores combined in the US 

• Walmart is the nation’s largest guns seller 

• 10.9 million firearms were manufactured in the US 
in 2013 

























The National Rifle Assc. (NRA) 



January 1990 

The NRA 
• Created in 1871 as an organization “to 

promote and encourage rifle-shooting 
on a scientific basis” 

• Evolved into a lobbying organization 
for gun rights in the 1970s 
• In 1975, the NRA formed a lobbying 

arm, the Institute for Legislative 
Action 
• Has aggressively lobbied members of 

Congress to restrict gun control reforms 

• In 1977 it formed its own Political 
Action Committee (PAC) to channel 
funds to legislators 

• Has become one of the most 
powerful and successful lobbying 
organizations 

• has 5 million members today 
• spends $250m per year in support of 

gun rights 
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hJo2xlmT29I&feature=youtu.be  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hJo2xlmT29I&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hJo2xlmT29I&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hJo2xlmT29I&feature=youtu.be


NRA headquarters (Fairfax, Virginia) 



The NRA publishes several magazines:  

American Rifleman, American Hunter, Shooting Illustrated, Shooting Sports USA,  

and America's 1st Freedom 

































Gun violence in the US 

•33,500 lives are lost each year to gun 
violence 

• roughly 1 every 15 minutes 

• But 2/3 of these deaths are suicide (appx. 
21,000 people/year) 

• 13,286 people were killed in the US by 
firearms in 2015  

• 70% are from handguns 

• Of all the murders in the US in 2012, 60% were 
committed with firearms 

 





Gun violence in the US 

(2015) 









Gun violence in the US 

• Video: 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bX4qUsgHa4Y 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bn6hVIISA6o  

• VICE: Gun Crazy USA: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KNZO30lPGm4  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bX4qUsgHa4Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bX4qUsgHa4Y
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While the U.S. has 5% of the world's population, it had 31% of all public mass shootings. 



What exactly is a 

“mass shooting”? 



http://www.motherjones.com/politics/2012/07/mass-shootings-map  
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http://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/orlando-nightclub-massacre/florida-nightclub-massacre-deadliest-mass-shooting-u-s-history-n590476  
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Political Cartoons 





























President Obama town hall (Jan. 2016) 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9HrBR_kXIHw  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9HrBR_kXIHw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9HrBR_kXIHw


• The Guardian’s Gun Nation film 

• https://www.theguardian.com/world/ng-
interactive/2016/sep/16/gun-nation-a-journey-to-the-heart-of-
americas-gun-culture-video?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other  

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lUpCqBonOFw  
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US vs. the World 



• US compared to the rest of the world: 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?annotation_id=annotation_11
41073811&feature=iv&src_vid=bkfgWJYz-Us&v=Jrimyxwwm_U  
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• http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/special/nation/gun-homicides-ownership/table/  
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Pro/Con 
• Guns are rarely used in self defense 

• “Of 29,618,300 violent crimes between 07’-11’, 
235,700 used firearms to protect themselves.  

• More gun control laws reduce gun deaths 
• 464,033 deaths between 99’-13’  

• Legally owned guns are stolen and used 
by criminals 

• 2013 Institute of Medicine States, “Almost all 
guns used in criminal act enter circulation via 
initial legal transaction” 

• Gun control is not needed, gun safety is needed 
• Sporting Arms and Ammunition Manufacturing Institute says, 

“Whether in the field, at the range, or in the home, a 
responsible and knowledgeable gun owner is rarely involved 
in a firearms accident of any kind.”  

• Gun Control won’t prevent criminals from getting guns 
and breaking laws 

• Of 62 mass shootings between 82’-12’ 49 shooters used 
legal guns  

• Gun Control laws infringe upon using guns for hunting 
and sports 

• 39% of gun owners use them for hunting/sport 
• 2011: 13.7 million hunters spent $7.7 million dollars on hunting 

equipment 
 



Video 

• Myth: Gun Control Reduces Crime (2007) 

• http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j_YTM_eAWnQ  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j_YTM_eAWnQ


As of 2009 



As of 2011 










