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Where Armenians predominantly lived in the 

Ottoman Empire 





Who are the Armenians? 
• In 301 AD, Armenia became the first official 

Christian nation in the world  

• the Armenians were the largest Christian 

minority in the Ottoman Empire with a population 

of 2 million 

– constituted a Christian "island" in a mostly Muslim 

region  

• Armenians began demanding independence 

following the Russo-Turkish War of 1878  

– Armenians in the Ottoman Empire were promised 

rights under the Treaty of Berlin, but never saw them 

– Led to the formation of Armenian revolutionary groups 



The disintegration of the Ottoman Empire 



The disintegration of the Ottoman Empire 

● In 1832, Greece had broken free of 

Ottoman rule 

● In 1876 Serbia and Montenegro fought 

for their independence along with Bosnia 

and Herzegovina. 

● In 1877 Bulgaria also rebelled 



Sultan Abdul Hamid II 

• Sultan of the Ottoman 
Empire (1876-1908) 

• Fiercely nationalistic  

• dismissed the parliament 
and overturned all Western 
reforms 

– resisted the pressures of 
the European powers   

– Looked at himself as the 
champion of Islam 
against aggressive 
Christianity   

• Groups of Christians started 
to protest their loss of rights 
and persecution   

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/52/Abdulhamid21890.jpg


Armenian Massacres 
• In 1896, a group of Armenian revolutionaries  

raided the headquarters of the Ottoman Bank in 
Istanbul 
– Guards were shot and more than 140 staff members 

were taken hostage - all in an attempt to gain 
international attention for the plight of Armenians 

• In response, tens of thousands of Armenians 
were massacred 
– The Sultan’s personal cavalry -- the Hamidiye – 

carried out the massacres   

– The worst atrocity occurred when the Cathedral of 
Urfa, in which 3,000 Armenians had taken refuge, 
was burned  

– Massacres lasted from 1894-1896  
• killed 200,000 Armenians 

• Known as the Hamidian Massacres 



Hamidiye 















This is a sketch by an eye-witness of the massacre of Armenians by 

Turkish soldiers in the Ottoman Empire 



A hanged Armenian in 

Constantinople 

(Aug. 5, 1896, Paris) 



Oct. 27, 1895 





• “My brother, we have killed 1,200 
Armenians as food for the dogs. 
Mother, I am safe and sound. 
Twenty days ago, we made war 
on the Armenian unbelievers. 
Through God’s grace, no harm 
befell us.” 
– a Hamidiye soldier in 1895 









• Political cartoon 

portraying Sultan 

Hamid as a butcher 

for his harsh actions 

against the Ottoman 

Armenians 



August 16, 1902 

- Paris  



Paris, 

1896  







Young Turks 

• In 1908, the Young Turks came to power 

in a military coup 

– Abolished the sultanate 

 

 



Young Turks 

• Greece, Serbia and Bulgaria attacked the 
weakened Ottoman Empire in 1912 

– Gained their independence and extended 
their territories at the expense of the 
Ottomans 

– A peace treaty the following year recognized 
Albania's independence, too 

– The Ottomans lost 75% of its European 
territories 

• Massive blow to the Ottomans and they feared 
their demise and collapse 

• Led to a rise in Turkish nationalism 
 





The disintegration of the Ottoman Empire 



Young Turks 

• In 1913, a radical nationalist wing of the Young 
Turks gained full power in a violent takeover 

– Known as the Committee of Union and 
Progress (CUP)  

• Ideology of extreme Turkish nationalism 
– Believed in pan-Turkism – “Turkey for the Turks” 

– Wanted to protect all Turks and to unite all Turkic peoples 

– Militant nationalists  

– Turkish language mandatory in all schools 

– called the Armenians “dangerous microbes” 

• led by Talaat, Jemel, and Enver Pasha (the 
Triumvirate)  

• Similar to the Nazi Party 



Talaat, Jemel, and Enver Pasha 



The C.U.P. 

• The Ottomans sided with the Germans in 
WWI, against the Russians 
– therefore they treated anyone who allied 

themselves with the Russians as enemies, 
including the Armenians 

– In Dec. 1914, the Ottomans attacked Russia 
in an attempt to protect all Turkic peoples 

• About 5,000 Armenians fought alongside the 
Russians 

• The Turks disarmed all Armenians in the Ottoman 
Empire 

• Armenian soldiers were massacred  -- the first 
stage of the genocide 

 





The Armenian Genocide 
• On April 24th, 1915, 250 Armenian community 

leaders and intellectuals in Istanbul were 
arrested, deported east, and put to death 
– April 24th is known as the beginning of the Armenian 

Genocide  

– With soldiers and intellectuals out of the way, all other 
Armenians were now targeted for extermination  

• Talaat Pasha, though, said that Armenians still 
could possibly offer aid to Russia, their WWI 
enemy, and were in a state of imminent rebellion 
– Passed laws to arrest and deport Armenians in all 

towns and cities 
• They were marched out of their homes and towns in mass 

deportations 

• In reality, these deportations were death marches  



Armenians hanged in the street in Istanbul before the deportation 

of the Armenians to the desert had begun, 1915  

http://service.spiegel.de/cache/international/0,1518,grossbild-462232-353274,00.html
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http://service.spiegel.de/cache/international/0,1518,grossbild-462234-353274,00.html


Turkish soldiers 

posing with the 

decapitated heads of 

Armenian community 

leaders, 1915  











Genocide and the Human Voice 

• Log in at:  

http://www.learngenocide.com/teacher.php 

•  User name: craigdiv 

•  Password: journey*01 

 

• Student username:  s 

• Password: i 

http://www.learngenocide.com/teacher.php
http://www.learngenocide.com/teacher.php


The Armenian Genocide 

• The Special Organization was a military 
wing of the CUP 

– Mobile killing units (death squads) 

– Central to the genocide 

– Led by fanatical CUP members 

– Attacked Armenian convoys during 
deportations 

– Similar to the Einstazgruppen in Nazi 
Germany 



“Deportations” 
• adult and teenage males were separated from the 

deportation caravans and killed 
– Burned alive in churches 

– drowned in the Black Sea 

– Beheaded 

– Hanged 

– bayoneted and/or shot   

• Women and children were driven for months over 
mountains and desert  
– Deprived of food and water, they fell by the hundreds of 

thousands along the routes to the desert   

– “Rape was a universal component of the Armenian Genocide. 
Very few women were spared, even old women. But the most 
horrendous part of the rape was the rape of young children, 
female children, as young as 6,7, 8 years old.” 

–  Vahakn Dadrianj of the Zoryan Institute 

• Ultimately, 75% of the Armenian population, 1.5 million 
people, were killed   
– died of starvation, disease, execution, and exposure 



• “The deportations of 
Western Armenians are 
nothing but concealed race 
extermination. There is no 
language rich enough to 
describe the horrors of it”.  
– Jacques de Morgan, French scientist, 1917  



• “The Central Government now announced its intention of 
gathering the two million or more Armenians living in the 
several sections of the empire and transporting them to 
this desolate and inhospitable region [the Syrian 
desert]… The real purpose of the deportation was 
robbery and destruction; it really represented a new 
method of massacre. When the Turkish authorities gave 
the orders for these deportations, they were merely 
giving the death warrant to a whole race; they 
understood this well, and, in their conversations with me, 
they made no particular attempt to conceal the fact. . . . I 
am confident that the whole history of the human race 
contains no such horrible episode as this. The great 
massacres and persecutions of the past seem almost 
insignificant when compared to the sufferings of the 
Armenian race in 1915.” 
– Henry Morgenthau, U.S. Ambassador to the Ottoman Empire   









The Turkish policy was that of extermination under the guise of 

deportation  













http://service.spiegel.de/cache/international/0,1518,grossbild-417965-353274,00.html








• In 1915 alone, there 

were 145 articles in 

The New York Times 

on the Armenian 

Genocide 











End of the Genocide 

• After WWI, the Talaat, Jemel, and Enver 
Pasha fled the Ottoman Empire 

– They were tried in absentia for getting the 
Ottoman Empire into WWI 

– Sentenced to death in absentia 

– The CUP was officially disbanded 

• By 1923, an independent Republic of 
Turkey had been proclaimed 

– Founded by Mustapha Kemal (aka. Ataturk – 
“Father of the Turks”) 

• Initiated a program of secular westernization that 
attracted European and Western interests 



End of the Genocide 

• Operation Nemesis  
– the Armenian Revolutionary Federation’s code-name 

for a covert operation in the 1920s to assassinate the 
Turkish planners of the genocide 

– Named for the Greek goddess of divine retribution, 
Nemesis 

– Those involved with the planning and execution of the 
operation were survivors of the genocide 

– The Operation, between 1920-1922, killed many 
significant political and military figures of the Ottoman 
Empire and some Armenians who were working 
against the Armenian cause 

• Assassinated Talaat Pasha in Berlin, Germany in 1921 
and Jemel Pasha in Tbilisi, Georgia in 1922 





• On August 22, 1939, 
in preparation for the 
invasion of Poland, 
Hitler stated to 
Hermann Goering,  
– "Our strength consists in 

our speed and in our 
brutality. Genghis Khan 
led millions of women 
and children to slaughter 
- with premeditation and 
a happy heart. History 
sees in him solely the 
founder of a state. It's a 
matter of indifference to 
me what a weak western 
European civilization will 
say about me.”  



Hitler 
• “I have issued the command - and I'll have 

anybody who utters but one word of criticism 
executed by a firing squad - that our war aim 
does not consist in reaching certain lines, but in 
the physical destruction of the enemy. 
Accordingly, I have placed my death-head 
formations in readiness - for the present only in 
the East - with orders to them to send to death 
mercilessly and without compassion, men, 
women, and children of Polish derivation and 
language. Only thus shall we gain the living 
space (lebensraum) which we need.  Who, after 
all, speaks today of the annihilation of the 
Armenians?" 



Armenia today 

Gained their independence from the 

USSR in 1991 









Map of the Armenian Diaspora  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/b/b9/ArmenianDiaspora.png


Denial 
• Despite the vast amount of evidence that 

points to the historical reality of the 
Armenian Genocide, eyewitness accounts, 
official archives, photographic evidence, 
the reports of diplomats, and the testimony 
of survivors, Turkey denies it 

– There are no diplomatic relations between the 
two countries today 

– Turkey denies the inflated numbers of dead 
• Turkey accepts that thousands were killed by 

Ottoman Empire forces, but it was part of World 
War I, and denies a planned genocide  





• Former Turkish MP, Tayyibe Gulek 

rejects the accusations, saying:  

– "Accusing people of genocide, of 

wanting to eradicate a whole group of 

people simply because of who they are, 

is absolutely incorrect, inaccurate and 

we feel very insulted."  



















22 countries have officially recognized 

the Armenian Genocide  



US and Turkey 
• America regards Turkey as a strategically 

vital ally in the Middle East 

– Turkey is a regional operational hub for the 
US military, which uses its airspace to 
supply US forces in Iraq  

• The bulk of supplies for troops in Iraq pass 
through Turkey's Incirlik Air Base in 
southeastern Turkey 

– 70% of the military cargo sent into Iraq is flown 
through Incirlik or on routes over Turkey 

• Turkey also provides thousands of truck 
drivers and other workers for US operations in 
Iraq  

• Supplies also flow from that base to troops in 
Afghanistan  







US and Turkey 
• President Clinton, Bush, and Obama all said 

that they would recognize the genocide, but 
none did 

– In 2000, President Clinton asked the Speaker 
of the House to withdraw a bill that would 
have recognized the Armenian slaughter as 
"genocide"  

• His reason was for "grave national security and 
concerns, endangering American lives“ 

• Turkish Ambassador, Solmaz Unaydin said: "I 
think it was President Clinton's very good foresight, 
appreciation and evaluation of Turkey's position in 
the region, and the value they attach to our 
'friendship and collaboration' as a NATO ally." 





US and Turkey 
• In his 2000 election run, President Bush 

stated:  

– "The Armenians were subjected to a 
genocidal campaign...if elected president, I 
would ensure our nation properly recognizes 
the tragic suffering of the Armenian people". 

– But he has not recognized it as president 
because of its strategic importance to the war 
in Iraq  

• In 2007, Pres. Bush said: 

– Recognizing the genocide would bring "great 
harm" to relations with "a key ally in NATO 
and in the global war on terror"  



• On the campaign trail in January 2008, before 

becoming president, Barack Obama wrote:  

– "The Armenian genocide is not an allegation, a 

personal opinion or a point of view, but rather a widely 

documented fact supported by an overwhelming body 

of historical evidence."  

• As president in April 2009, he refused to label it 

a genocide, though 

– “One of the great atrocities of the 20th Century.” 

• President Obama in April 2009 

– In March 2010, he urged a US House of 

Representatives committee not to pass a resolution 

describing it as genocide 

Armenian Genocide 




