
Animal Farm Essay 
 

Animal Farm was purposefully written as fable for readers to learn about the evils of totalitarianism 

in society.  It was specifically written about the power struggle in the Soviet Union after the Russian 

Revolution of 1917 between Joseph Stalin and Leon Trotsky.  George Orwell portrayed life in the 

Soviet Union as oppressive as and no better than life before the Revolution.   
 

After reading Animal Farm, you are to write an essay over ONE (1) of the following questions to 

show that you understand the main ideas of the book: 

 

A)  Compare and contrast the reign of Napoleon at the end of the book similar to that of Mr. 

Jones at the beginning.  

 

B) How does life on the farm change for the animals from the immediate aftermath of the 

revolution?    

 

C) Describe the differences between Snowball and Napoleon in terms of their types of rule, 

their treatment of the other animals, their view of work on the farm, and the role this rivalry 

continues throughout the book, even when Snowball is gone. 

 

D)  How are language, propaganda, and truth used by Napoleon and Squealer to control the 

animals on the farm? 

 

E)  What role does violence and terror play in Napoleon’s control, rule, and power? 

 

F) Write a continuation of the novel beginning at the point the novel ends. Could a new 

revolutionary leader appear? What might a new society look like if Napoleon were 

overthrown? 

 

Whatever question you choose, you need to include numerous quotes from the book and cite 

specific examples and connections to the book and the characters.  This shows that you truly 

understand the book and its message.   
 

 
 

 

REQUIREMENTS: 
  

 -must be typed, using 12-point font size, Times New Roman font, and double-spaced   

 -must be a minimum of 3 pages of content 

-must include specific examples from what we discussed in class and from the book, 

including quotes 

 -must have a title 

-Works cited page (must be done using MLA format) if you are using outside sources other 

than the book  

 -Additional expectations can be found on the attached rubric 



Essay Rubric 
 

 

Content – How well do you demonstrate that you understand the book and its main 

ideas?  Did you effectively answer the specific question that you chose? Did you use 

specific quotes and details from the book?  How specific were you?  (55 pts.) 

 

0    10          20       30             40              50      55     ______________ 

 

 

 

 

Intro./Conclusion – How well do you start and end your paper with a good summary 

and thesis of what your essay is about? (15 pts.) 

 

0   5   10   15      _______________ 

 

 

 

 

Format and Organization – How well does your paper flow?  How organized is your 

essay into at least 3 main points?  Is each paragraph an independent idea and 

argument?  (20 pts.) 

 

0  5  10  15  20        _______________ 

 

 

 

 

Spelling, Grammar, Punctuation – How well did you proofread your essay? (20 pts.) 

 

0  5  10  15  20        _______________ 

 

 

 

 

               TOTAL:           ___________/110 

 


