


Jacobite Uprisings 

• series of uprisings, rebellions, and wars in the 
British Isles occurring between 1688 and 1746 

• political movement dedicated to the restoration 
of the Stuart kings to the thrones of England and 
Scotland 

• those who believed that James II was the still the 
legitimate monarch 

• the movement took its name from the Latin form 
Jacobus of the name of King James II of England 

• primary seats of Jacobitism were Ireland and 
Scotland 







In Ireland… 



Williamite War  
(aka. the Jacobite War in Ireland) 

• in 1689, James II landed 
in Ireland  
– Had 6,000 French soldiers 

with him  
– 19,000 Irish Catholic 

troops supported him, as 
well 

– Marched north to Ulster, 
which was the center of 
English power on the 
island 
• Laid siege to the walled city 

of Derry, a Protestant 
stronghold 

 

 





Williamite War 

• the Siege of Derry (April-
July 1689) 

– a vicious campaign against 
Protestants 

– the city endured 105 days 
of siege  

– 8,000 people died of 
starvation or injury 

 

 



The walled city of Derry 





Derry, Northern Ireland 



Williamite War 

• Battle of the Boyne in 
July 1690 
– at Drogheda, about 60 

miles south of Belfast 

– Jacobites and James II 
again battled King 
William III and England’s 
forces 
• English employed Ulster 

Protestant militias:  
– Ulster Volunteer Force 

(UVF) 

– Ulster Defense Army 
(UDA) 

 
 

 

 

















Williamite War 

• Battle of the Boyne 

– James was defeated by William III, thus the 
Jacobites were defeated  

– cemented English Protestant rule in Ireland 

• James fled to Dublin and then returned 
to exile in France 

• assured the triumph of the Glorious 
Revolution 

• influenced the Jacobite Rising in Scotland 



In Scotland… 



Massacre of Glencoe 1692 

• in 1691, William III forced 
all clan chiefs to take an 
oath of loyalty to him 

– feared that the Scots 
would rise up like the Irish 
had done 

– the MacDonald’s of 
Glencoe refused 

• Over 100 Scots were 
murdered for not pledging 
their allegiance  

• raised the discontent of 
the other clans 

 

 

 













Jacobite Uprisings 

• With the death of James II in 
1701, the Jacobites turned to 
his son, James Edward Stuart  
– aka. Old Pretender; James III 
– was born in France while his 

father was in exile from 
England 

– with 6,000 French troops as 
support, he arrived with a 
fleet of ships in Scotland in  
1708  
• Was quickly turned back 

by the British Royal Navy 
and the bad weather 

– tried twice more to retake the 
crown in 1715 and 1719, but 
failed 

 

 







• in 1715, James Edward 
Stuart met up with over 
12,000 Jacobite soldiers 
from throughout 
Scotland  

– But they were beaten 
back by early 1716 and 
James fled back to 
France 



• James Edward Stuart eventually made an alliance 
with King Philip V of Spain 
– In 1519, 5,000 Spanish troops were sent to Scotland to 

help the Jacobites 
• but storms broke up the Spanish fleet and the Jacobites 

were again defeated  

 



 
• Rob Roy Macgregor 

– Scottish folk hero and 
outlaw of the 18th century 

– Fought in numerous 
Jacobite Uprisings in 
Soctland from 1689-1719 
• Became famous for his 

courage of standing up to 
the English  

– became a legend in his 
own lifetime 

– Sir Walter Scott wrote Rob 
Roy in 1817 

– William Wordsworth wrote 
a poem entitled "Rob Roy's 
Grave“ in the 1800s 







Jacobite Uprisings 

 • By the 1740s, his son, 
Charles Edward Stuart, 
continued the Jacobite 
cause 

– aka. Bonnie Prince 
Charlie, or the Young 
Pretender 

– in 1745, with French 
support, Charles 
landed in Scotland 







Jacobite Uprising 1745-46 

• supported by an army 
of Highlanders, they  
captured Edinburgh in 
1745 
– then he attempted to 

enter England 
• thought the English 

would gladly welcome 
him, but the people 
fought him back into 
Scotland 

• forced to retreat into the 
Highlands 

 









Jacobite rising at the Battle of 
Prestonpans, 1745 





Battle of Culloden 1746 

• Highlanders, supported by French (under Louis XV) 
and Irish – led by Bonnie Price Charlie 
– 14 different major clans were represented fighting 

against the English 

                                   vs.  

• the British under King George II and some Scottish 
clans loyal to the English  

• farmer peasants, not soldiers, vs. the sophisticated 
and trained professional British army 

• 1200 Highlanders were slaughtered in just under 
one hour 

 









Battle of Culloden 







Battle of Culloden 

• Prince Charlie went into hiding 
while trying to flee back to 
France after the battle 
– spent several months on the 

run hunted by troops on the 
ground and by the Royal Navy 
at sea 

– he was even hidden by Flora 
MacDonald while disguised in 
women's clothing and 
pretending to be an Irish 
maiden 

– eventually, two French vessels 
reached Prince Charlie and he 
was taken back to France 

 

 



Jacobite heroine 
Flora Macdonald 

in front of the 
Inverness Castle 



Battle of Culloden 
• end of the Jacobite uprisings 

• the last battle ever fought on British soil 

• last time an armed uprising has been levied 
against the British crown 

 



The Highlands after the Jacobites 
• Highland Clearances 

– annihilation of Highland culture 
• Highland dress (tartans and kilts) and 

bagpipes were outlawed 
• Gaelic  language outlawed (British 

considered it a “barbarous tongue”) 
• illicit distilling of whiskey outlawed  
• abolition of the hereditary jurisdictions of 

clan chiefs 
– destruction of the clan system  

• subsistence farming, and therefore 
subsistence farmers, were of no benefit to 
the British nobles 

– British viewed it as wasting good land   

– Highlands were put under military 
control and private armies were banned 

– “the Highlanders are ignorant and 
credulous [naïve] people” 
• Englishman James Loch 

– Seen as “wretched creatures” and 
“animals” 
 





Year of the Sheep - 1792 

• nobles realized they could make more money off of 
the  land in the Highlands by having sheep grazing 
off of it than having Highlanders farming it 

– homelands and farms converted into sheep pastures 
• Example of modern-day eminent domain 

– “necessity for reducing the population in order to 
introduce valuable improvements” 

– years of forced evictions and houses being burnt 
continued  
• some were given small plots of land on the ocean, where farming 

was impossible, so they turned to fishing and harvesting kelp 

• Led thousands to starvation and death 

• An early version of “ethnic cleansing” 

 

 

 



Ruined croft houses on Fuaigh Mòr in Loch Roag. The island was cleared of its 
inhabitants in 1841 and is now only used for grazing sheep 









• “In other countries, the genocide and 
ethnic cleansing that has taken place, 
against the Indians in America and the 
Aborigines in Australia, was 
acknowledged long ago. Today, the time 
to acknowledge what happened to those 
who were cleared from the Highlands 
has come.” 
– Fergus Ewing (Scottish National Party MP)  



Emigration 

• Over 2.3 million emigrated  

– Scotland lost between up to 
47% of its population in the 
19th century 

– Canada, America, Australia, 
and New Zealand 

• In Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, 
Highlanders arrived in such 
numbers that it is now one of 
the few areas outside 
Scotland where Scottish 
Gaelic is spoken 

 












